HEARING IMPAIRMENT

ADVICE FOR PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN
Deafness/Hearing loss impacts on communicating and can be a very lonely, frustrating and misunderstood disability.
There are several reasons why a child might have a hearing loss. One way of preventing a hearing loss is treating an ear infection as quickly as possible and making sure that everything is done to prevent subsequent infections. A few drops of olive oil or “Waxolve” put in the ear will help soften wax and clear the ear canal. Cotton buds should never be put in the ear as they compact the wax.  
There are many ways you can help your child if they do not hear well.

· Make sure your child is looking at you before you speak

· Let your child see your face and your expression

· Speak clearly and give names for everything. (trees, bicycles, types of food, body parts etc)
· Use gestures and signs to support speech (Wave hello, point to things)

· Show your child how to cup his ear. 

· Encourage your child to listen and respond by:

· Playing games such as, Boo! 1,2,3 UP! 1,2,3 GO! 1,2,3 JUMP! 1,2,3 RUN! 1.2.3 STOP!

· Making different sound rattles using water bottles filled with sand, buttons, stones, coins

· Explore different sounds (Rattling keys, stirring a spoon in a cup, tapping fingers on table, banging a pan with a metal spoon/wooden spoon

· Use different musical instruments, drums, whistles, bells etc

· Take turns –When your baby starts to babble “Bababa” repeat what he/she has said. Say “Mamama” wait for your child to say “mamama” This is the start of a conversation

· Read books with your child, look at the pictures together and talk about the story.

